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Greetings to all at the class of ’59 reunion, and many regrets for not being
organized enough to get back to Detroit for it.
It’s been a pretty amazing and exciting life since I left Cass Tech, as you will
see from the (alas, rather formal …sorry about that…) Bio appended.
Some important items to add: After graduating from Harvard in 1963, I married the extraordinary
Bostonian Marjorie Jane Greep, chorister, pianist, dancer, and horsewoman, who I met at Tanglewood,
the summer music festival of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. And – perhaps amazingly these days –
we have stayed married, in spite of, or perhaps because of, playing many, many sonata concerts and
recitals, and competing in many horse events, together over the years. We’ve done an amazing amount
of the violin and piano literature together: Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, Debussy, Janacek, Ives, Ravel,
Prokofiev, Shostakovich…
We got into horses together in Switzerland, when that country still had a horse cavalry, and all the
interesting men Marjorie brought home were officers and horsemen. So I had to join them, naturally.
If you want to know yet more, Google me, and check out the web site of Sounds of Stow and the Harvard
Musical Association with whom I play and perform, and ONBH.org, our foxhunt, for some nice pictures of
us on our horses.
Of our two beautiful children, Derek and Tania, alas, only Tania is still with us. Derek, the athlete, navy
pilot (he visited Berlin during the days of The Wall and decided he wanted to be on Our Side if it came to
a fight), poet (I have recently set one of his poems to music), and BMW restorer and racer, perished in a
plane crash flying the US mail in 1998. His widow and son, and Tania and her two children and second
husband are reasonably near us in New Hampshire.
You asked: “What’s my favorite memory of Cass Tech?” Well, there is more than one, and they pretty
much all revolve around “Mr. B:” Mike Bistritzky, the Orchestra and the Cass String Quartet. (I
occasionally get reminded of my dropping my bow down “the hole” in the stage. And we won’t talk about
Mr. B’s buying me my first Martini after a particularly successful concert at U of M when I was 16…) The
most recent was the Memorial Concert for him in Bloomfield Hills in 2001 in which I had the privilege of
playing Shostakovich, Hindemith and Tchaikovsky—his, and my, favorites—along with many Cass
graduates who have become extraordinary musicians. There are a number of Cass Tech grads I
regularly see playing in the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and in the Cleveland Orchestra when it comes
to town, who remind me of our extraordinary Cass musical heritage. The memorial concert for Mr. B
brought together an astounding number of amazing musicians who grew up with, and were nurtured by
Cass Tech. I only regret that it is unlikely that we will see anything like that “incubator” again in our, or
our children’s lifetimes.
Now back to wrestling with the challenges of today’s financial markets, and, time permitting, my next
career (!) as a composer… Anybody like to hear the Two Violin Concerto I’ve (more or less) completed,
or the Waltz, or the Choral Setting of my son’s poem? Check out Finale Showcase…
If anyone is coming through Boston, or would like to make a pilgrimage to the Old North Bridge (2 miles
from our house), give me a call at 978-369-8192, or email: lawrence.franko@umb.edu
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